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Personal Website Memo

Personal Website: http://jakesarge.50webs.com

Part A – Social and Technical Issues


I hosted my personal web site with a hosting company called 50Webs, which provides free and premium hosting services. My web site is located at http://jakesarge.50web.com. If this were to be a permanent web site, I would want to register a domain and find a more dedicated hosting service. According to GoDaddy.com, the domain name www.jakesargent.com is available and can be registered for $9.99 per year. This would be an appropriate domain name for my web site because it is professional and informs the reader about the content of my web site. There are many hosting services available. For simplicity, I could host through GoDaddy.com as well. GoDaddy provides an Economy hosting plan – which would be suitable for my web site because I am not expecting heavy traffic. This plan provides 10 GB of space and 300 GB of data transfer and costs approximately $5 per month (for a registration and hosting cost of $70/year).


To attract visitors to my site, I would want to register “key words” with search engines. One way to do this is to individually register my site with search directories such as Yahoo. I would also want to add meta tags to my web site, which would allow me to insert a title, description, and keywords that are not visible to the web page viewer but are used by search engines. Some keywords that I might use include “Jake Sargent,” “LMU marketing student,” and “hospitality entrepreneur.” 


If I wanted to host the web site myself, I would need a dedicated Internet connection such as cable ($45 per month) and a computer with sufficient storage capacity. I would need to configure a static local IP address and I would need Apache, which is a free web server program. If I am going to have a computer at home and pay for an Internet connection anyways, then hosting a web site from home may not be much more expensive than hosting it on a 3rd party server. 

The technical issues from hosting a web site at home include limited data transmission speed and no support for any technical issues that arise. By allowing outside visitors into my internal network, I would be exposing my personal files to security risks. Businesses that have resources dedicated to advanced server hardware, firewall software, and a team of technicians, may not face these risks.  In fact, businesses may prefer to host their own web sites and networks because it gives them greater control, flexibility, and security.

Part B – Other Issues

1) My personal web site resides in the “presence” stage of E-commerce because it does not provide any interactivity, the ability to make a purchase, or the ability to customize its content to its users. It simply provides information.

2) The content for my personal web site will need to be updated as my experiences, goals, and contact information change. I may also want to consider updating the layout when I have the resources. I can update my web site by modifying the page content or creating new pages in DreamWeaver, which is the program I used to create the original web site. I found this program to be fairly easy to use, but it also provided powerful tools to make a more advanced web page. I would then upload the updated pages to my hosting service.

3) My personal web site would be used by family, friends, and prospective employers or business partners. The content should include my past experiences, goals, general information, and a way to contact me. It is always risky putting personal information on the web because of privacy and security risks. I may want to consider putting only my business contact information (office address and phone number) instead of my personal contact information. It would also be lest to limit the number and content of personal photos put on the web site.

